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The Regional Centre Puducherry, Institute of Social Sciences organised the first lecture
under the Rgional Centre Puducherry Distinguished Lecture Series bRr. Sebastian
Normandin of Ashoka University, Sonepet, Haryanao'8 o me Thought s on t he
Phil osophy of t kel Avbon DBaturdey,claneany?@ls at the Conference
Hall, 02" Floor, No.14/2, PWD Rnning Building, Lal Bahadur Sastri Street, Puduché0y
001.

Mr. V. Selvam, the FounddRegional Director delivered the welcome address and
introduced the speaker to the audience. Dr. R.R. Dhanapall, Chairman of the Indian Institute of
Public Administration, Puducherry Branch presided over the event and effectively conducted the
proceedings; Dr. K. Gulam Dasthagir, Associate Professor, Department of Sociology,
Pondicherry University was the discuwesMaaynt and
social scientists, academicians, teachers, research scholars and more than 70 under & post
graduates students from different backgrounds from the university, colleges, and research
institutions in Puducherry attended the lecture and actively patied in the discussion and

interacted with the distinguished speaker Dr. Sebastian Normandin.

While welcoming the participants and introducing the distinguished speaker Dr.
Sebastian Normandin to the audience, Mr. V. Selvam, the FoiRetponal Director of the

Regional Centre Puducherry, ISS briefly outlined the history of Institute of Socialkc8sieNew



Delhi; the importance of establishing a Regional Centre of Institute of Social Sciences in

Puducherry considering the unmet demand for an institution of excellence for social science

research, advocacy, and outreach programmes in the Unionomerat Puducherry; H

emphasisespecifically the mission of the Regional Centre Puducherry to carry out research
both in theoretical and empirical realms on a wide range of issues concerning social sciences
from an interdisciplinary perspective withoutngpromising the scientific temper and to create
informed public opinion, recommend policy and contribute to the discourse on participatory
democracy, local governance, and the development of Puducherry. Further, he explained the

significance of creatingapat f or m | i ke O6Di stinguished Lectur

Regi onal Centre Puducherryds activities i

visiting & invited scholars and eminent personalities to share their study resultsepgpsrand

to critically engage in discussions and debates truly in the spirit of enlightenment and action.

Dr. Sebastianin his lecture madea brilliant attemptto addresshe questionsWhether
social sciencescan truly be scientific without conductingexperimentsas in natural sciences?
Why social sciencescling to a fairly outdatedparadigmof what scienceis and what scientists
do?And why thereis not moreskepticismaboutthe epistemologicahssumption®f mainstream
socialsciencesAccordingto him, muchof this involvesthe dilemmaof how to produceuseful
and broadly applicableknowledge.At the level of institutionalizationand policy and action it
seemsnecessaryo makesupposedlyobjective claims backedby solid empirical evidence(i.e.
statisticsand quantitativedata). Yet much of this knowledge when evaluateccritically, canbe
seen to have emergd from deeply subjective, historically contingent and ultimately
A uns ci eontéxis.And,oel, on the otherside of the spectrumwhile many ethnographic
andhistoricalanalysesare quite penetratingand persuasivethey often fail to makeany broade
claims about possible policy implementationor provide any clear roadmapstowards social
change. Drawing heavily on the critique of positivismandlogical positivismandthe historical
evidencen the critique of socialsciencegarticularlyfrom the works of earlier Enlightenment
thinkerslike Giambattistavico andDilthey who arguedin deepandcomplexhermeneuti¢derms,
A t htastonly throughthe lived, vital expressionof humanexperiencethat understandings

gained,andthat a neutral,objectivepoint of view waslargely a fiction. Man cannotunderstand

n

himself through reflection or introspection,but only through what history cantell hi mé an d

or



neverin objectiveconceptdut alwaysonly in theliving experiencevhich springsup out of the
depthsof his own b e i n § € h emarts understandings dependenton past worldviews,
interpretationsanda sharedw o r | dadédingfurtherthatfi t hunderstandings alsodependent
on a presentworld-view asw e | $epagtiararguedthat much of social sciencework remains
patentlyfi p o s i tniity masldrncsense- committedto quantitative researchwhich makes
nominally objective claims about social reality. And yet, in the history and philosophy of
scienceeventhe claims aboutthe problematicnatureof objectvity in the naturalsciencesare
now a commonplace.Accordingto him, i t hsiarsmpasseandhefinds no real solutionto get
beyondthis and he believesthat the complexitiesof this ultimately dualistic6 s ¢ h in shen6
natureof the humanscienceis not only unavoidable put hasclear historical and philosophical

roots. o

Il n response to Dr. Sebastiandéds deliberatic
evolution of social sciences from Comte to pmsidernism, emphasized the primacy of
understading the historical, theoretical, institutional context and philosophical foundations with
a view to provide theoretically informed guidance to practicing research methods for
investigating society and culture. He highlighted that the philosophical dtiond of social
research originated at a time when social thinkers were primarily committed to an idea of a social
science modeled on the approach of natural sciences. He further elaborated that consequent to
the struggles with the old quantitative ortbmgl and the revolutions in social theory and
methodology that have successfully challenged the once dominant, quantitatively oriented social
survey approach, a variety of theoretically informed qualitative approaches to social research
have been crafted.Concomitantly, Dr. Dasthagir advocated the way in which students and
research scholars | earn 6édmethodsd requires a
of a dynamic, reflexive engagement with social and cultural worlds therefore sceiatateers
should not just apply a set of neutral techniques to the issues which they investigate. While Many
existing textbooks and curricula imply a o0to
considerable effort can now be made to present differmethodological traditions
demonstrating linkage between the philosophy of social science, social theory and the actual
practice of social research in teaching and learning research methodology enabling the practicing

researchers to make informed cheieéth knowledge about what is of value in each approach.



Whil e Dr. Sebasti an, in response to studer
occidental and oriental philosophical foundations, Dr. Dasthagir highlighted the relevance of
knowledge in sdel sciences even to Civil Service aspirants and administrators and Dr. K.
Ramesh, faculty at the Regional Centre Puducherry, proposed vote of thanks profoundly

thanking the distinguished speaker and the participants for making the event a constructive and

memorable one.

V. Selvam
Regional Director
Regional Centre Puducherry ISS

A Few Photosof the Event
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Mr. V. Selvam, FoundeiRegional Director, Regional Centre Puducherry, Institute of Social Sciences
is honouring the distinguished speaker Dr. Sebastian Normandikshoka University, Haryana.



il Sciences”

d 2%
Mr. V. Selvam, FoundeiRegional Director, Regional Cen¢ Puducherry, Institute of Social Sciences
is honouringDr. K. Gulam Dasthagir, Associate Professor, Dept of Socioldggndicherry University.
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Mr. V. Selvam, FoundeiRegional Director, Regional Centre Puducherry, Institute of Social Scienciss
honouring Dr. R.R. Dhanapall, Chairman, Indian Institute of Public Administratio#uducherry Branch.






